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Health  Department, 
]iROMSGuovE  Urban  District  Council. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  state  of  the  public  health  of  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  10.53. 

The  death  rate  showed  a striking  increase  suggesting  that  Broms- 
grove had  suddenly  become  a most  unhealthy  area  of  residence.  On 
investigation,  however,  as  explained  in  the  report,  this  increased 
mortality  was  from  “ statistical  ” rather  than  “ natural  ” causes. 
In  fact,  there  had  been  little  change  in  the  general  health  of  the 
townspeople.  ' 

Infectious  Disease  notifications  rose  by  five  times  those  of  the 
previous  year.  The  increase  being,  in  the  main,  attributable  to  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough.  There  were  three  Measles  deaths — a salutary 
reminder  that  this  disease,  which  tends  nowadays  to  be  treated  with 
scant  concern  by  parents,  does  yet  cause  the  occasional  death. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  still  finding  it  an  uphill  task  to  get 
the  traders  and  the  public  to  take  an  interest  in  the  production  and 
sale  of  “ Clean  Food.”  Only  an  average  of  fifteen  out  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-one  food  traders  and  their  staffs  attended  a Course  of  Lectures 
on  Food  Hygiene — WHY  ? Because  the  public  themselves  are  not 
showing  enough  interest.  As  I said  last  year  : ‘‘  It  is  the  customer 
who  must  make  the  trader  realise  that  BAD  HYGIENE  means  BAD 
TRADE.”  Alas,  we  have  stUl  a long  way  to  go,  although  considerable 
progress  is  being  made  and  many  traders  are  co-operating  energetically 
by  improving  their  premises  and  accepting  advice. 

During  the  year  some  slight  progress  was  made  in  the  demolition 
of  sub-standard  property.  The  Council  allowed  a percentage  allocation 
of  new  Council  tenancies  for  this  purpose. 

I wish  again  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  help 
and  consideration  extended  to  me  during  the  year,  and  Mr.  .lessop. 
Senior  Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation.  I am  greatly 
indebted  to  Mr.  Holden  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for 
their  continued  enthusiastic  work. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN,  M.B.,  D.P.IL, 

Medicnl  Officer  of  HeaHh. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  : 9,228  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  T’opulation  mid  : 1958  — 28,700 

1952  — 28,4  (iO 
1951  — 28,550 
1950  — 27,800 
1938  — 23,540 

(Census  1951—27,924). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of:  1953  — 8,201 

19.52  — 7,978 
1951  — 7,7.3() 

1950  — 7,027 
1938  — 0,902 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1953  : £152,447. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  : £005  19s.  9d. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(1952  figures  given  in  brackets.) 

Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  showed  an 
increase  of  240  when  compared  with  the  1952  figure. 

It  is  not  possible  to  estimate  the  relationship  of  the  increase  of 
population  due  to  natural  increase  (births/deaths),  to  that  due  to 
immigration  because  of  the  inflated  death  figures,  following  an  alteration 
in  the  method  of  determining  transferable  deaths  introduced  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

Live  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

226 

191 

417  (382) 

Illegitimate 

11 

() 

17  (18) 

Total 

237 

197 

434  (400) 

Birth  Rate. 

(Births  per  1,000  population). 

1953  1952  1938  1953  (England  and  Wales). 

15.12  14.0  17.8  15.5  (15.3g 

Illegitimacy  Rate. 

(Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  total  live  births). 

1953  1952  1951  1938 

39.17  45.00  25.84  33.5 

The  number  of  births  showed  an  increase  of  34  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year,  bringing  the  birth  rate  nearer  to  that  for  the  whole 
country. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  1 less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 
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still  Births. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 (7) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— (— ) 

Total  

3 

4 

7 (7) 

Still  Birth  Rate. 

(Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births). 

1953  1952  1951  1938  1953  (England  and  Wales). 

15.87  17.19  25.18  27.9  22.4 

The  number  of  still  births  remained  the  same  as  in  the  previous  yeai' 
but  due  to  the  increased  number  of  births  the  still  birth  rate  showed 
a further  decline. 


Deaths 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

196  (128) 

190  (131) 

386  (259) 

Rate. 

(Deaths  per  1,000  population). 

1953  1952  1951  1938  1953  (England  and  Wales). 

13.85  9.37  10.61  12.5  11.4  (11.3). 


Deaths. 

In  circular  G.R.O.  (M.O.H.)  No.  4/1952  the  Registrar  General 
revised  the  method  of  dealing  with  transferable  deaths.  Several 
institutions  in  this  district  became  “ normal  places  of  residence.”  As 
a result  of  which,  patients  admitted  from  without  the  district  and 
dying  soon  after  admission  became  “ deaths  in  the  Urban  District  ” 
and  counted  as  such  in  the  returns. 

This  resulted  in  a 127  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  to  a total 
of  386  (259)  and  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  of  4.48  per  thousand  to 
13.85  (9.37)  which  was  2.5  per  thousand  higher  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  11.4. 

From  information  obtained  from  the  three  main  hospitals  in  the 
district,  140  deaths  occurred  (64  male,  76  female),  in  persons  who  had 
been  admitted  from  places  of  residence  outside  the  district.  IJnder 
previous  arrangements  these  would  have  been  ” transferred  out  ” to 
those  districts. 

Deducting  these  deaths  from  the  total  figure  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  would  allow  a more  accurate  death  rate.  However,  as  it  is 
not  possible  to  estimate  the  number  of  “ transferable  in  ” deaths  from 
other  districts  similarly  affected,  no  figures  comparable  with  previous 
years  are  possible. 

It  is  understood  that  this  position  will  be  rectified  to  a certain 
extent  in  1954, 
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1. 

2. 

2. 

4. 


The  Major  Causes  of  Death  by  Percentage. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  ...  51.8%  (41.7  %) 


Cancer  and  other  malignant  disease 
Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis) 

Accidents 
5.  Tuberculosis 

In  spite  of  the  inflated  number  of  deaths  the  major  causes  of  death 
remain  in  much  the  same  order  as  in  the  previous  year,  though  the 
percentages  vary  considerably. 


11.2%  (20.1%) 

12.4%  (9.0%) 


2.9%  (2.7%) 
2.1%  (1.9%) 


Percentage  distribution  of  Deaths  : 


Age  at  Death. 

% 1953 

% 1952 

0 — 1 year 

1.81% 

4.25% 

1 — 14  years 

2.07  % 

1.16% 

15  — 44  years 

4.15% 

7.34% 

45  — 64  years 

19.43% 

27.79  % 

65  and  over  ... 

72.54% 

59.46  % 

The  percentage  distribution  of  deaths  showed  a marked  increase 
in  the  65  and  over  group.  This  reflected  the  change  in  the  assessment 
of  the  “ transferable  deaths.”  Most  of  those  which  would  have  been 
” transferred  out  ” under  the  old  arrangements  were  in  this  age-group. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

(Maternal  deaths  per  1,000  total  births). 

1953  1952  1951  1938  1953  (England  and  Wales). 

2.26  Nil.  2.52  1.17  0.76  (0.72). 

There  was  one  maternal  death. 

Infant  and  Neonatal  Mortality. 

Infant  Deaths. 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year). 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 (10) 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— (1) 

Total 

5 

2 

7 (11) 

Neonatal  Deaths. 


(Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 weeks). 


i M. 

t 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

...'  5 

1 

6 (8) 

Illegitimate 

I 

— 

— (— ) 

Total 

...'  5 

1 

6 (S) 

o 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  and  Neonatal  Deaths. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 


Deaths  of  legitimately  born 
infants  under  1 year  of  age 

10.5.3 

1952 

19.38 

1053  (England 
and  Wales). 

per  1,000  legitimate  births  ... 
Deaths  of  illegitimately  born 
infants  under  1 year  of  age 

16.79 

26.18 

56.9 

per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Deaths  of  infants  under  4 
weeks  of  age  per  1,000  live 

Nil 

55.55 

166.7 

births 

Deaths  of  all  infants  under 
1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live 

13.82 

20.00 

hirths  ...  ...  

16.13 

27.50 

59.8 

26.8  (27.6). 

The  Causes  of  Infant  Deaths. 

(Neonatal  figures  given  in  brackets). 

f 


‘ 1953. 

1952 

1951. 

Congenital  Malformations 

3 (3) 

7 (6) 

— 

Meningitis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

Prematurity 

2 (2) 

2 (2) 

1 (1) 

Respiratory  Disease 

1 (1) 

1 

3 

Haemorrhagic  Disease 

— 

— 

1 (1) 

Gastro  - enteritis 

1 

■ 



Total 

7 (6) 

11  (8) 

5 (2) 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  BROMSGROVE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1953. 


1 

Cause  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Mor- 

tality 

Rate. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  Kespiratory 

5 

2 

7 

0.25 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomylitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

1 

2 

3 

0.10 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases  ...  ...  ... 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

7 

4 

11 

0.38 

11. 

Malignant,  Neoplasm,  Lung, 
Bronchus... 

8 

8 

0.28 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

0.07 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

0.10 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms 

18 

13 

31 

1.08 

15. 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

4 

4 

0.14 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System  ... 

31 

37 

68 

2.37 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

34 

18 

52 

1.81 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

5 

11 

0.38 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

27 

27 

54 

1.88 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

3 

10 

0.35 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

0.10 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9 

12 

21 

0.73 

24. 

Bronchitis  ... 

16 

10 

26 

0.91 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System  ... 

1 

1 

0.04 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenmn. . . 

1 

2 

3 

0.10 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

0.07 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

4 

— 

4 

0.14 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

0.04 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

0.10 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
Diseases  ... 

9 

31 

40 

1.39 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 

2 

5 

0.17 

34. 

AU  other  Accidents 

2 

4 

6 

0.21 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

0.14 

36. 

Hom'cide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


(a)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Clinic. 

Situation. 

Time  of  Holding. 

Bromsgrove  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 

Recreation  Road 

Wednesday  2.0  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
2.0  p.m. 

CatshUl  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Friday  2.0  p.m. 

Bromsgrove  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic. 

Recreation  Road 

Monday  10.0—12.0 
noon  A 2.0 — 4.0  p.m. 

1 

School  Clinic. 

Recreation  Road 

Monday  and  Wednesday} 
10.0  a.m. — 12.0  noon,  f 

Dental  Clinic 

Recreation  Road 

As  arranged.  ^ 

Tuberculosis. 

All  Saints  Hospital 

! 

Tuesday  2.0  p.m.  j 

Rubery  Ante-Natal 
Clinic. 

St.  Chad’s  Church 
Hall 

1st  A 3rd  Thursdays  | 
10.0  a.m.  1 

Rubery  Infant 
Welfare. 

St.  Chad’s  Church 
Hall. 

1st  & 3rd  Thursdays 
2.0  p.m. 

Diphtheria 
Immunisation  and 
Vaccination. 

Recreation  Road 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesdays 
11.0  a.m. 

1 

These  climes,  administered  by  the  County  Council,  continued  to 
do  valuable  service  towards  the  preservation  of  health  and  the 
prevention  of  disease.  The  great  help  given  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  by  voluntary  workers  was  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
Medical  and  Nursing  Staffs. 

(b)  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

Three  agencies  were  available  to  provide  help  to  the  expectant 
mother  : — (1)  The  family  doctor — ante  and  post-natal  care  and  conduct 
of  the  confinement.  (2)  The  County  Council — ante-natal  clinics  and 
provision  of  midwives  to  conduct  delivery  or  assist  the  family  doctor 
as  maternity  nurses.  (3)  The  Regional  Hospital  Board — provision  of 
hospital  beds  for  delivery  and  treatment.  The  functions  of  these  three 
agencies  overlapped  to  some  degree,  but,  by  co-operation  between 
them,  the  midwifery  service  ran  smoothly  and  to  the  benefit  of  mothers 
and  their  babies. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  continued  to  act  as  Agent  for  the 
Regional  Hospital  Hoard  in  the  allocation  of  beds. 

Tlie  seveii  nurses  resident  vvitliin  the  Urban  District  attended  : — 
lfl.5  t'ases  as  Midwives  ...  ...  making  2,930  visits. 

19  Cases  as  Maternity  Nurses  making  228  visits. 

470  Cases  as  (Jeneral  Nurses  ...  making  11,552  visits. 


(c)  Health  Visiting. 

The  County  Coimcil  continued  to  provide  a Health  Visiting  Service. 
.Miss  Hopkins,  15  Wellington  Road,  served  Bromsgrove  itself. 
Miss  Cray.  73  Kedditch  Road,  Stoke  Heath,  served  Catshill. 
Miss  Lawson.  8 Cliesterwood  Road,  King’s  Heath,  served  Rubery. 

(d)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Pjxaminations  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  and  chemical 
analyses  were  made  by  the  County  Laboratory,  County  Buildings, 
Worcester. 

(e)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox  Vaccination. 

The  County  Council  provided  a free  Immuni  ation  and  Vaccination 
Service  through  which  parents  could  have  their  children  protected 
against  Diphtheria  and  .Smallpox,  either  through  clinics  or  by  their 
own  doctors. 

Locally  this  service  was  arranged  through  the  Urban  District’s 
Health  Department.  Details  of  the  nmnber  of  Immunisations  and 
Vaccinations  done  is  given  under  Section  F. 


1.  Infectious  Disease. 


2.  Maternity 


(/)  Hospitals. 

The  following  hospitals  were  available  to  the  residents  of  the 
district  : — 

Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital, 
Halesowen. 

Little  Bromwich  Fever  Hospital. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stourbridge. 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital, 
.Stourport. 

Redditch  Maternity  Hospital. 

All  Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital. 
Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Hill  Top  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

All  .Saints  Hospital,  Bromsgrove. 
Barnsley  Hall,  Bromsgrove. 

.Vll  these  hospital  services,  with  the  exception  of  the  Redditch 
Maternity  Hospital,  a voluntary  body,  were  provided  by  the  Birming- 
ham Regional  Hospital  Board. 


4. 

5. 
0. 

7. 

8. 


General  Medical  and 
Surgical  Cases. 

Chest  Surgery. 
Children’s  Diseases. 
Venereal  Disease. 

Aged  Chronic  Sick. 
Mental  Illness. 
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(<j)  Health  Education. 

The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
In  general,  the  working  agreement  has  been  that  the  Central  Council 
for  Health  Education  are  responsible  for  supplying  general  health 
education  material,  while  the  District  Council  has  to  supply  material 
used  in  campaigns  for  specific  diseases  as  part  of  their  Disease  Preven- 
tion Service. 


(h)  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  given  in  the 
report  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a detailed  statement  of 
the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  is  included. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks 
Company  is  sampled  frequently,  both  by  the  Company  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Two  specimen  reports  are  set  out  below  : — 

(a)  Sample  marked  Well  and  Borehole,  Burcot  Pumping  Station, 


Greenhill,  Burcot. 

Physical  Characters  ...  ...  Clear. 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Deposit  ...  ...  ...  None.  pH  6.9 

Chemical  Examination.  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 
Solids  in  Suspension  (Dried  at  lOO^C)  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  180  C)  ...  ...  ...  20 

Solids  in  Solution.  After  Ignition  ...  ...  ...  18 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  ...  ...  ...  3.1 

Hardness  Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Hardness  Temporary  ...  .:.  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hardness  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0002 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.45 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°C  (N/80  Permanganate)  0.013 
Toxic  Metals  ...  None  detected. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar. 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37  C Nil  per  one  ml. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22  C ...  ...  ...  1 per  one  ml. 

Coli-Aerogenes  Count  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Opinion  : — The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

(Signed)  M.  M.  LOVE, 

County  Analyst, 

28th  April,  1953. 
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(6)  Sample  marked  Borehole,  “ Old  Plngine  House,  ” Washingstocks 
Pumping  Station,  Stourbridge  Road,  Nr.  Bromsgrove. 

Physical  Characters  ...  ...  Clear. 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Deposit  ...  ...  ...  None.  pH  7.4. 

Chemical  Examination.  (Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 


Solids  in  Suspension  (Dried  at  lOO  C)  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Solids  in  Solution  (Dried  at  180  C)  ...  ...  ...  35 

Solids  in  Solution.  After  Ignition  ...  ...  ...  31 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common  Salt  ...  ...  ...  4.2 

Hardness  Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Hardness  Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Hardness  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.0012 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.87 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27'C  (N/80  Permanganate)  Nil. 
Toxic  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None  detected. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Nmnber  of  Colonies  developing  upon  Agar. 

(a)  In  two  days  at  37  C ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

(b)  In  three  days  at  22  C ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  one  ml. 

Coli-Aerogenes  Count  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil  per  100  ml. 

Opinion  : — The  sample  is  fit  for  drinking. 

(Signed)  M.  M.  LOVE, 

County  Analyst, 

30th  November,  1953. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  are  supervised  by  the  Surveyor. 
The  collections  of  refuse  are  weekly  in  the  town  area  and  fortnightly 
in  the  more  rural  areas. 

The  number  of  loads  from  bins  was  1,768. 


SECTION  D. 
HOUSING. 


The  housing  position  at  the  end  of  1953  was  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,201 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  ...  ...  .3.5 

Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  houses  built  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  174 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  end  of  year  ...  220 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1953  ...  ...  15 

The  housing  problem  is  stiU  an  acute  one,  but  progress  is  being 
made,  not  only  on  the  number  of  new  houses  erected,  but  work  has 
also  been  carried  on  of  the  demolition  of  unfit  property  in  the  district. 
Caravans  occupied  for  human  habitation  are  inspected  and  are  licensed 
by  the  Council  for  periods  of  six  months  at  a time. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  routine  inspection  of  cafes,  food  shops,  licensed  premises  and 
food  preparing  premises  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

A course  of  lectures  in  Food  Hygiene  was  run  in  conjunction  with 
the  College  of  Further  Education  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Disease. 

Corrected 

Notifications. 

Admissions  to 
Hospital. 

1 

Deaths, 

Smallpox 

— 





Scarlet  Fever 

30 

7 

— 

Diphtheria 

m 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

6 

6 

— 

Measles 

395 

88 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

132 

9 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

19 

2 

21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

1 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

24 

9 

i — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

3 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

3 

1 — 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

613  (120) 

127  (23) 

24  (11)  1 

The  number  of  infectious  disease  notifications  was  five  times  that 
of  the  previous  year. 

Measles  showed  its  biennial  increase  with  347  more  cases  notified 
and  Wbooping  Cough  accounted  for  104  more  notifications  than  in 
the  previous  year.  Three  Measles  deaths  occurred  in  children  resident 
in  a hospital  in  the  district.  These  children  were  otherwise  in  a 
condition  which  made  them  especially  susceptible  to  the  complications 
of  this  disease.  There  were  no  Whooping  Cough  deaths. 

Six  cases  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  reported,  all  from  an  institution 
in  the  district. 

Twenty-four  cases  of  Dysentery  were  reported,  all,  with  one 
exception,  occurring  in  two  institutions  in  the  district. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  notified. 
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Diphtheria. 


Diphtheria  Incidence  and  Mortality  1943 — 1953. 


Year. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1943 

21 



1944 

10 

— 

1 945 

13 

1 

1 94(i 

8 

— 

1947 

8 

— 

1948 

14 

— 

1949 

1 

— 

19,50 

1 

— 

1951 

— 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

1953 

— 

— 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
reported. 

The  last  Diphtheria  death  was  in  1945# 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  immunisation 
during  the  year  1953  was  as  follows  : — 

Primary  Immunisation. 


1953. 

1952. 

1951 

Under  5 years 

320 

320 

345 

5 — 14  years 

48 

75 

36 

Total 

368 

395 

381 

Reinforcing  “ Booster  ” injection 

369 

403 

283 

The  “ immunisation  state  ” of  Bromsgrove  children  on  the  31st 
December  was  as  follows  : — 


Age  at  31.12.53 
i.e.  born  in  yr. 

Under  1 
1953 

1—4 

1952-1949 

0—9 

1948-1944 

10—14 

1943-1939 

Under  15 
Total. 

Last  complete 
course  of  injec- 
tions (whether 
primary  or 
booster). 

A.  1949-1953 

45 

1081 

1636 

288 

3050 

B.  1948  or 
earlier 

— 

— 

527 

1646 

2173 

Number  of 
Births 

434 

1665 

— 

— 

— 

Estimated  child 
Population 

2197 

4694 

6891 

Immunity  In- 
dex 100  A/C 

51.3% 

40.0% 

44.3% 
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A new  form  of  return  for  the  “ immunisation  state  ” of  the  child 
population  was  instituted  during  the  year.  Previously,  all  children 
immunised  at  any  time,  recent  or  remote,  under  the  age  of  15  year* 
were  included.  It  was  decided  that  this  did  not  give  an  accurate 
picture  of  the  “ state  of  protection  ” of  these  children,  it  being  known 
that  protection  diminishes  in  time  without  “ boosting.” 

The  “ Immunity  Index  ” now  refers  only  to  children  who  have 
received  either  a course  of  injections,  either  “ primary  ” or  “ booster,” 
within  the  five  years  preceding  the  return. 

Smallpox. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  reported. 


Vaccination. 

Number  of  persons  Vaccinated  (or  Re- Vaccinated)  during  1953. 


Age  cd 
date  of 
Vaccin- 
ation. 

Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15 

or  over. 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Number 

Vaccin- 

ated 

199  (133) 

4 

2 

2 

8 

215 

151 

187 

No.  Re- 
Vaccin- 
ated 

— (— ) 

— 

2 

7 

23 

32 

50 

60 

There  was  some  improvement  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations 
of  infants.  The  niunber  vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of  life  was  199, 
60  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  27  more  than  in  1951.  This 
number  of  infants  vaccinated  represents  47.5%  (34%)  of  the  average 
number  of  births  in  the  two  years  1953  and  1952  which  was  417  (393). 


Tuberculosis. 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  List  at  the  end  of  1953  was  as 
follows  — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

103 

87 

190  (178) 

Non-Pulmonary 

16 

19 

35  (42) 

Total  ... 

119 

106 

225  (220) 
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Tuberculosis  Incidence  and  Mortality  for  the  year  1953. 


Age. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0—  

1—  

5—  

10—  

15—  

20—  

25—  

35—  

45—  

55—  

65  and  upwards  ... 
Age  unknown 

1 — 

1 — 

1 2 

3 1 

1 1 

1 — 

2 — 

2 1 

1 — 

1 1 

3 1 

— 1 

Totax  

12  5 

17(20) 

Nil  Nil 
NU(4) 

5 2 

7(4) 

Nil  1 

1(1) 

During  the  year  17  (24)  new  cases  were  notified,  aU  pulmonary. 
There  were  8 deaths  (5). 

The  total  mnnber  on  the  List  showed  an  increase  of  5 over  the 
previous  year’s  figures. 

The  Bromsgrove  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continued  to 
do  good  work  in  providing  extra  help  and  comforts  to  needy  patients. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1953. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  a report  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  195.3. 

Fifteen  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  as  a result  of 
action  taken  under  the  Demolition  Order  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Act.  A report  made  to  the  Council  before  the  war  indicated  that 
over  800  houses  were  unfit  for  habitation  and  should  be  dealt  with  by 
Clearance  or  Demolition  Order  action.  This  figure  may  need  revi.sion 
as  many  houses  have  been  sold  and  improved  in  this  district  since 
the  war  but,  nevertheless,  there  is  certainly  still  a large  number  which 
should  be  dealt  with  in  this  manner. 

The  work  of  attempting  to  secure  a good  standard  of  food  handling 
was  continued  with  some  success.  It  was,  however,  disappointing 
that  a course  of  lectures  in  Food  Hygiene,  run  in  conjunction  with  the 
College  of  Further  Education,  resulted  in  only  an  average  of  fifteen 
persons  attending  the  coui'se.  This  is  a poor  response  when  one 
considers  that  251  food  traders  and  their  staffs  were  invited  to  attend. 

Sewage  disposal  in  parts  of  the  district  where  sewers  are  not  available 
is  a constant  trouble  and,  although  the  best  use  is  made  of  the  Cesspool 
Emptying  Machine,  the  only  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem  is  in 
the  provision  of  sewers. 

I should  like  to  again  thank  the  members  of  the  Staff  for  their 
willing  co-operation  at  all  times  and,  also,  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  HOLDEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  number  of  pigs  notified  to  the  department  for  inspection  under 
the  self-suppliers  scheme  was  42. 

Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  listed  below  : — 


Article. 

Beef 

Pigs  Hearts,  Frys, 
pieces,  Chawls, 
and  Bones 
Bacon  ... 


Ham 

Sausages 

Apricots 

Sultanas 

Jam  and  Marmalade 
Fish  & Meat  Paste 
Mincemeat 
Bottled  Fruits 


Weight.  Reason  for  Condemnation. 

583  lb.  8 oz.  Decomposition. 


Eye- 

Tails 


293  lb.  8 oz.  Decomposition. 

20  lb.  Extensive  infestation  by 

maggots. 

29  lb.  Decomposition. 

31  lb.  4 oz.  Decomposition. 

25  lb.  Fermentation. 

480  lb.  Fermentation  and  mould. 

4 lb.  Broken  glass. 

13  Jars.  Deterioration. 

2 Jars.  Fermentation. 

16  Jars.  Decomposition  A fermentation. 
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Shredded  Wheat 

1 Packet. 

Gross  deterioration  due  to 
dampness  and  age. 

Beef  and  ITam 

Cake  ik  Pudding 

1 Jar. 

Decomposition. 

Gross  deterioration  due  to 

^lixtures 

137  I’ackets. 

dampness,  age  and  mites. 

Pickles,  etc. 

40  Jars. 

Fermentation  and  decoloura- 
tion due  to  age. 

Sandwich  Spread 

10  .Tars. 

Rancidity. 

Horse  Radish  ... 

5 Jars. 

Rancidity. 

Lemonade  Crystals 

13  Jars. 

Excessive  fermentation. 

Potato  Crisps  ... 

10  Packets. 

Musty  and  mouldy  condition. 

Gravy  Salt 

2 Packets. 

Musty  and  mouldy  condition. 

Soup 

5 Packets. 

Dampness  and  mould. 

Oxo 

200  Cubes. 

Unfit  due  to  dampness. 

Bovril  ... 

40  Jars. 

Unfit  due  to  dampness,  age 
and  rusting. 

Tea 

7 Packets. 

Discolouration  due  to  damp- 

( 

1 lb.  12  oz.). 

ness. 

Coconut  Drops 

4 lb.  8 oz. 

Excessive  mould. 

Bournvita 

1 lb.  8 oz.  Gross  deterioration  due  to 
dampness  and  age. 

Tinned  Goods. 

Tinned  Meats  ... 

63  tins. 

Soups,  Broths,  etc. 

...  166  tins. 

Tomato  Juice,  Puree,  etc.  ... 

78  tins. 

Tinned  Vegetables 

46  tins. 

Tinned  Fish 

58  tins. 

Tinned  Fruits 

...  310  tins. 

Tinned  Milk  and  Cream 

Food  Premises. 

...  ... 

47  tins. 

The  total  number  of  visits  to  food  premises  was  over  600.  In 
particular,  the  catering  establishments  and  licensed  premises  received 
most  attention.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  crockery  and 
glasses  was  carried  out  and  231  swabs  were  obtained.  The  results 
are  set  out  in  the  following  table  and,  for  the  purpose  of  classification, 
those  swabs  with  a bacterial  count  of  less  than  100  per  swab,  and  the 
absence  of  coliform  organisms,  are  regarded  as  satisfactory  : — 
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SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SWABS  TAKEN  FROM  FOOD  PREMISES. 


% of  Total 
Swabs  taken 
which  are 
considered 
satisfactory.* 
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■■Colony  counts  of  l)elow  100  witli  no  colifonn  bacteria  present, 
f Includes  3 witli  noji-faecal  coli  present. 
tUontains  non-faecal  coli. 


The  public  were  very  co-operative  in  reporting  cases  where  foreign 
objects  were  found  in  food  and  four  such  instances  which  were  of 
particular  interest  are  detailed  below  : — 

(o)  A loaf  of  bread  supplied  to  a customer  outside  the  district 
from  a bakery  in  this  area  was  found  to  contain  tlie  body  of  a cockroach. 
All  inspection  of  the  bakehouse  was  made  and  some  evidence  of 
cockroach  infestation  was  evident.  The  proprietor  took  steps  to 
secure  a regular,  systematic,  disinfestation  of  the  premises  by  employing 
a specialist  firm  on  a contract  basis  for  this  work. 

(6)  A purchaser  of  a tin  of  crab  found  what  appeared  to  be  a child’s 
tooth  in  the  crab.  He  was  very  familiar  with  dentistry  and  was  so 
certain  that  it  was  a child’s  tooth  that  he  reported  the  matter  to  us. 
A dental  surgeon  was  asked  for  an  opinion  and  he  stated  that  the 
tooth  was,  in  fact,  a deciduous  tooth  which  had  been  removed  by 
natural  process.  It  was  the  second  upper  incisor  and  was  probably 
from  a child.  The  canners  were  asked  to  account  for  this.  They 
stated  that  no  children  were  employed  by  them  and  that  the  only 
assumption  could  be  that  the  crab  had  itself  picked  up  the  tooth  in 
some  way. 

(c)  A bottle  of  pasteurised  milk  was  brought  into  the  office  by  a 
customer,  containing  a black  object.  This  proved  to  be  the  body 
of  a toad. 

(d)  A similar  case  occurred  with  a different  dairy  ; this  time  the 
object  proved  to  be  a pan  scrubber. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  such  large  foreign  bodies  of  this 
type  in  milk  bottles  could  pass  undetected  when  the  bottle  is  handled 
by  at  least  four  persons,  namely— -the  roundsman  collecting  the  empty 
bottles  ; the  attendant  loading  the  bottle  washing  machine  ; the 
person  unloading  the  bottle  washer  ; and  the  attendant  supervising 
the  bottle  fiUing  machine. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the 
district.  The  main  business  carried  on  at  the  premises  has  been  used 
for  classification  purposes,  as  it  will  be  appreciated  that  most  of  the 
food  shops  are  concerned  with  more  than  one  type  of  business  : — 


Provisions 

98 

Catering  ... 

16 

Fish— Wet 

5 

Fried 

9 

Licensed  Premises 

34 

Butchers 

25 

Confectioneers  . . . 

11 

Cooked  Meats  . . . 

3 

Greengrocers 

12 

Bakers 

14 

Canteens ... 

11 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  : — 

(a)  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  82 

(b)  Premises  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  preserved  food  27 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1S33. 

During  the  year  there  were  8 renewals  and  2 new  licences  granted 
under  the  above  Act.  In  all  cases,  applicants  stated  they  were 
prepared  to  use  a humane  killer,  and  the  licences  were  granted  on 
condition  that  a humane  killer  was  used  in  the  slaughtering  of  animals. 

Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year,  84  visits  were  made  to  the  three  dairies  in  the 
district.  The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  was  89  and  they  are  classified  below  : — 


I 


Samples. 

No.  taken  for 
bacteriological 
examination. 

No. 

Satisfactory. 

No. 

U nsatisf actor  y . 

Undesignated  Raw 
Milk 

28 

21 

7 

Sterilised  Milk 

7 

7 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 

7 

7 

Pasteurised  ... 

25 

25 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

22 

21 

1 

( 

TOTALS 

89 

81 

8 

In  addition  to  the  above,  27  samples  of  undesignated  raw  milk 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacillus  and  for  brucellosis. 
Seven  samples  showed  positive  ring  tests  indicative  of  brucellosis  and 
individual  samples  were  obtained  from  15  cows  at  the  cowshed  of  one 
producer  in  the  area.  Four  of  these  cows  were  suspect  and  the  farmer 
agreed  to  fatten  them  for  slaughter. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  is  as  follows  : — 


Tuberculin 

Tested. 

Accredited 

Pasteur- 

ised. 

Sterilised 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  ... 

4 

Nil. 

2 

5 

No.  of  Supplementary 
Licences 

8 

Nil. 

9 

* 1 

Ice  Cream. 

, Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  num- 
bered 116.  The  results,  with  a comparison  of  1952  figures,  are  set 
out  below  : — 
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Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  Results  1952  and  1953. 
1952.  1953. 


Grade. 

No,  of  Sampl  cs 

0/ 

/o 

Grade. 

No.  of  Samples 

/o 

1. 

95 

97.9 

1. 

109 

94.0 

2. 

2 

2.1 

2. 

4 

3.4 

3. 

— 

— 

3. 

2 

1.7 

4. 

— 

— 

4. 

1 

0.9 

Total 

97 

100.0 

Total 

116 

100.0 

r 


During  the  year  ten  applications  were  received  for  registration  for 
the  sale  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  is  : — 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  8 

Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Sale  of  Pre-packed  only  ...  ...  47 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — Sampling. 

I am  authorised  by  the  County  Council  to  act  as  a Sampling  Officer 
on  their  behalf  within  the  district.  Sampling  under  this  arrangement 
is  independent  of,  and  in  addition  to,  sampling  carried  out  by  the 
County  Officers. 

Samples  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis  numbered  : — 

Milk — Formal  50,  Informal  3 ...  53 

Sugar — Informal  Samples  ...  ...  2 

Five  milks  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  follow-up  samples 
taken  proved  the  samples  to  be  genuine. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

An  analysis  of  the  sanitary  accommodation,  drainage  and  water 


supply  position  of  houses  in  the  district,  is  set  out  below. 

No.  % 

No.  of  houses  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  8201  100 

No.  of  houses  with  Separate  W.C.’s  ...  ...  7059  86.1 

No.  of  houses  with  Combined  W.C.’s  ...  ...  435  5.3 

No.  of  houses  with  Privies  and  Earth  Closets  ...  114  1.4 

No.  of  houses  with  Pails  and  Chemicals  ...  ...  534  6.5 

No.  of  houses  with  Combined  Pails...  ...  ...  37  0.4 

No.  of  houses  with  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  22  0.3 

No.  of  houses  with  Separate  Mains  Water  Supply  7607  92.8 

No.  of  houses  with  Standpost  Mains  Water  Supply  471  5.7 

No.  of  houses  with  Wells,  Springs  or  Pump  Water 

Supply  123  1.5 

No.  of  houses  with  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  5661  69.0 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  Sewer  ...  ...  ...  6820  83.2 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  Cesspools  ...  ...  894  10.9 

No.  of  houses  connected  to  Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  157  1.9 

No.  of  houses  with  No  Proper  Drainage  ...  ...  330  4.0 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  were  seven  applications  during  the  year  for  the  stationing 
of  caravans  for  human  habitation,  involving  a total  of  41  vans.  Five 
applications  were  approved  for  a total  of  20  vans. 

The  two  applications  refused  were  : — 

(i)  An  application  for  12  vans  at  Catshill.  This  was  refused  on 
the  grounds  that  the  proposed  sanitary  arrangements  were 
unsuitable. 

(ii)  An  application  for  9 vans  at  Lydiate  Ash.  This  was  refused 
on  the  grounds  that  the  proposed  drainage  arrangements 

were  not  satisfactory. 

Four  of  the  applications  were  for  single  vans  and  the  other  was 
for  an  additional  16  vans  at  Blackwell.  This  was  approved  subject  to 
water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  being  increased.  Eight 
vans  were  removed  during  the  year  and  there  is  now  a total  of  82  vans 
licensed  in  the  district.  All  Sites  are  inspected  periodically.  Licences 
are  granted  for  periods  of  six  months  only,  except  in  the  case  of  two 
larger  sites  which  are  licensed  for  a period  of  years. 

Water  Supply. 

Thirty-one  samples  of  the  town’s  supply  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  and  the  Pathological  Laboratory  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  analysis,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  Three  samples 
were  submitted  from  wells,  etc.,  two  of  which  were  unsatisfactory. 

Drainage. 

Below  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  on  drainage  during  the 


year  : — 

Houses  connected  to  sewer  (excluding  new  houses)...  ...  23 

Houses  connected  to  cesspool  (excluding  new  houses)...  ...  5 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  tests  applied  to  house  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  urinals,  etc.  dealt  with  ...  13 

No.  of  cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

New  W.C.’s  provided  in  lieu  of  pails,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  17 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  baths  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  pads  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pails  provided  in  lieu  of  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Cesspool  Emptying. 

As  in  other  years,  the  cesspool  emptying  service  undertaken  by 
the  Council  has  continued  the  emptying  of  cesspools  twice  yearly, 
where  no  sewer  is  available.  It  has  also  been  used  for  sewer  flushing. 
The  following  is  a summery  of  the  work  done  by  the  Emptier 


during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  Cesspools  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  1410 

No.  of  Loads  from  Cesspools  ...  ...  1272 

No.  of  Privies  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  379 

No.  of  Pails  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  1035 

Mileage  Covered  ...  ...  ...  ...  6465 
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Ashes  Accommodatiotl. 

During  the  year  1,059  dustbins  were  delivered  to  householders. 
1 .2 1 1 inspections  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  original  bins  issued  during  1951,  when  the  Bin  Provision 
Scheme  commenced,  are  now  beginning  to  wear  out.  These  bins 
were  not  galvanised  and  the  life  of  these  bins  is,  of  course,  considerably 
shorter  than  galvanised  bins. 

Disinfestation. 

No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full-time  Operator  is  employed  to  undertake  treatment  on  all 
Council  and  private  properties,  and  a summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  is  set  out  below.  The  rodent  problem  in  the  district  is  now  mainly 
reduced  to  minor  scattered  infestations  and  the  maintenance  treatments 
of  sewers  and  the  brookcourse,  together  with  block  control  of  centres 
of  infestation,  have  kept  the  town  district  comparatively  free  from 
rats.  The  scattered  infestations  referred  to  are  usually  associated 
with  domestic  poultry  or  pig-keeping.  The  Sewage  Works  and  refuse 
tips  receive  regular  attention. 

No.  of  Treatments  at  Private  Dwellings  ...  234 
No.  of  Treatments  at  Business  Premises  ...  40 

No.  of  Treatments  at  Council  Premises  (Sewage 

Outfall  Works,  Tips,  etc.)  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  Sewer  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Brookcourse  Treatments  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  Properties  Revisited  and  Surveyed...  766 
No.  of  Agricultural  Properties  Surveyed  ...  46 

Pets  Act,  1951. 

Two  applications  were  received  under  the  above  Act.  Both 
licences  were  granted. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  296 

Number  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Number  of  notices  served  (Informal  167,  Formal  14.) 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Inspections. 

Inspections  carried  out  in  the  year  are  recorded  below  : — 


Re- 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

I nspections. 
331 

Inspections 

704 

Overcrowding  ...  ...^  ... 

2 

1 

Water  Supply 

38 

8 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

238 

129 

Schools 

5 

— 

Entertainment  Houses 

5 

— 

Ashes  Accommodation 

1198 

13 

Accumulations 

6 

8 

Animals  or  Birds  ... 

5 

— 

Stable  Premises 

1 

— 

Piggeries 

46 

16 

Drainage  Inspections 

779 

420 

Drainage  Tests 

152 

— 

Closets — Water 

38 

38 

Pails  or  Privies  ... 

61 

22 

Cesspools 

380 

36 

Urinals 

4 

— 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies... 

103 

4 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 

34 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

175 

— 

Meat  Depot  ... 

18 

— 

Slaughterhouses  for  Meat  Inspection 

2 

— 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ... 

155 

— 

General  Food  Premises 

141 

■ — 

Cottagers’  Pigs 

45 

— 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

49 

— ■ 

Factories 

46 

3 

Bakehouses 

40 

1 

Shops  Act 

1 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts 

181 

— 

Verminous  Premises 

2 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

84 

1 

Houses  Disinfected 

2 

— 

Housing — Section  9 

4 

3 

Housing — Section  11  ...  ... 

71 

16 

Housing — Other  Visits 

190 

— 

Smoke  Abatement 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Survey 

37 

— 

Petroleum  Act 

19 

— 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

335 

— 

Interviews — Owners,  'Pradosmen.  etc. 

384 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


W.C.  Pedestals  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 

Obstructed  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

W.C.  Flushing  Cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  1<) 

Hoofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Ceiling  plaster  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Wallplaster  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

4^'alls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Eavespouting  and  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  ...  33 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dustbins  provided  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...1059 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Repairs  to  waste  pipes  and  gullies  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cold  water  systems  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Overflowing  and  defective  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repairs  to  drains  and  drainage  systems...  ...  ...  S 

Defective  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washbasins  and  baths  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  4 

Repairs  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  331 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...1035 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1 ) above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  47 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purposes  ...  ...  47 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  17 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  109 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  icithout  service  of  formal  notices  : — 
Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 


3.  Action  under  statutory  poioers  during  the  year  : — 

[a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  1(5  of  the  Housing 
Act,  193(5 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  foi^nal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  109 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

[d]  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  I V — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  •' 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’ ... 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
(iii)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being 
previously  relieved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

{''"No  accurate  infoinnation  available.) 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT. 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : — 


Prem  iscs. 

No.  on 
Register. 

Nnmber  of 

Jnspeetions 

Written 

Notices. 

Occn.  piers 
prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
<>  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

8 

(5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

95 

86 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

2 

Total 

106 

94 

5 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WE  HE  FOUND:— 


/‘(irticulars 

Number  of  eases  in  which  defects 
were  fonnd. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

ivere 

instituted. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M  \^RyH.M. 

Inspector.  Inspector 
' 

Want  of  Cleanliness 









— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

__ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



Inadequate 

ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  ... 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 
j (a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

{h)  Unsuitable  or 

1 Defective 

6 

3 

4 

i (c)  Not  separate  for 

1 sexes  ... 

! Other  offences  against 
j the  Act  (not  includ- 
1 offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 Total 

1 

7 

4 

— 

4 

— 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Sixty-six  licences  were  issued  during  1953  for  the  storage  of 
104,575  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit. 

One  licence  was  issued  for  the  storage  of  1,000  lbs.  of  carbide  of 
calcium. 
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